HIS-319: Final Project Overview/Guidelines


Overview
The research project for this course should be focused on one of the course themes. While focusing on this theme, you selected a very specific topic in African American history from the time period between the period of Reconstruction and modern day as the subject of your research. You selected a specific aspect, issue, or debate within African American history as the focus for your research project and constructed a research-driven narrative that has at least two primary and at least four secondary sources. Your narrative should shed new light on the specific historical issue within African American history without historical fallacies.
The project is divided into two milestones, which will be submitted at various points throughout the course to scaffold learning and ensure a quality final submission. These milestones will be submitted in Modules Two and Four. The final product will be submitted in Module Seven.
Directions
For this final project, you will combine your work from Milestones One and Two while expanding your rough draft to include additional research from one more primary and two more secondary sources, for a total of three primary and five secondary sources. Your final project should be a polished research paper on the selected topic with a focus on the specific aspect, issue, or debate identified within African American history.
Specifically, you must address the following rubric criteria:
1. Interpretation and Analysis: Provide a clear argument and thesis with examples and facts to support your claims.
A. Provide a thesis statement and a clear argument for your research topic.
i. Your thesis statement should be 1 or 2 sentences long.
ii. Your thesis statement should be formulated after rereading the primary and secondary sources that you selected from the Shapiro Library Research Guide, which is linked below in the Supporting Materials section. You should rely on these sources to support your argument.
iii. Your argument should provide an answer that points to the significance of your chosen topic in African American history.
iv. Share historical examples and facts by incorporating primary and secondary sources to support the claims.
2. Application of Course Concepts: Apply most major course concepts related to the topic.
A. Share how the course concepts relate and apply to the selected topic.
3. Organization: Provide a submission with organization that is easy to follow and ideas that are clearly organized, though there may occasionally be some lapse in logical flow.
4. Integration and Application of Citation and Sources: Paraphrase and integrate quotes effectively with all citations in accurate format.
Milestones
Milestone One: Topic Selection and Sources
In Module Two, you will submit a 2- to 3-page Microsoft Word document with double spacing, 12-point Times New Roman font, and one-inch margins that identifies three potential topics, a justification for the selected topics, two potential primary and two potential secondary sources, and a justification for each source. Sources should be cited in Chicago (Turabian) format. This milestone will be graded with the Milestone One Rubric.
Milestone Two: Thesis Statement and Rough Draft
In Module Four, you will submit a 4- to 5-page Microsoft Word rough draft with double spacing, 12-point Times New Roman font, and one-inch margins that provides a rough draft and bibliography on your selected topic. This milestone will be graded with the Milestone Two Rubric.
Final Submission: Final Project
In Module Seven, you will submit your final project. It should be a complete, polished artifact that demonstrates your understanding of the selected topic with primary and secondary sources to support your topic. It should contain all the rubric criteria of the final product and incorporate feedback gained throughout the course. This submission will be graded with the Final Project Rubric.
What to Submit
Your narrative should be a minimum of 8‒10 pages, not including the cover page or resources, and properly footnoted with a minimum of three primary and five secondary resources in the Chicago (Turabian) style. Support for the Chicago (Turabian) style can be found in the Supporting Materials section below. The paper must follow these formatting guidelines: double spacing, 12-point Times New Roman font, one-inch margins, and cited sources in Chicago (Turabian) format.

